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St. Louis Volunteer Lawyers and Accountants for the Arts 
FACT SHEET 
 
Mission 
The mission of the St. Louis Volunteer Lawyers and Accountants for the Arts (VLAA) is to 
contribute to the cultural enrichment of the greater metropolitan area by providing low-income 
artists and emerging arts organizations with free legal and accounting assistance. We operate 
referral and mediation services, provide information about arts law and business matters through 
educational programming, and support the broader role of the arts in the community. 

 
History 
VLAA was founded in 1981 by the Arts and Humanities Commission (now Regional Arts 
Commission) and the St. Louis University School of Law. Accountants were added in 1984. 
While our name connects us to the St. Louis metropolitan area, we serve Southwestern Illinois, 
and respond to enquiries from the entire state of Missouri. VLAA is the proud recipient of the arts 
organization 2005 Missouri Arts Award. 
 
Volunteers 
Through VLAA, more than 300 accountants and lawyers offer counsel to artists and 
administrators who are asking for assistance in record numbers. Each year VLAA volunteers 
donate approximately $100,000 in pro bono services. They help painters, poets, musicians, 
playwrights, photographers, illustrators, dancers, crafts groups, theatre companies, orchestras, art 
galleries, and others. 
 
For arts organizations, our caseload most often includes obtaining nonprofit and tax-exempt 
status and setting up bookkeeping systems. VLAA is proud to have provided these start-up 
services to more than 85 groups. Individual artists typically receive assistance in protecting 
intellectual property, reviewing contracts or leases, and record keeping. 
 
Services 

• Making referrals to lawyers and accountants 

• Sponsoring seminars and public forums  

• Providing for guest speakers 

• Publishing how-to guides and Arts Law Memo 

• Contributing articles to a variety of publications 

• Mediating arts-related disputes 

• Maintaining a reference library 

• Supplying model contracts and other arts law and business materials 

• Conducting and disseminating research on issues affecting the arts 

• Collaborating on arts advocacy initiatives 

• Supporting the development of affordable spaces in which artists can work and live. 

• Matching volunteers with arts organizations seeking new board members 

• Providing access to the national volunteer lawyers for the arts network 
 
Location 
VLAA is located in the Regional Arts Commission’s building, 6128 Delmar, which opened in 
2003.
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Board of Directors 
Jennifer Alley 
   The Pageant 
G. Harley Blosser, Esq. 
   Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal 
S. Richard Gard, Jr. 
   Missouri Lawyers Media Inc.  
Susan Hagen, CPA  
Steven D. Korenblatt, Esq.  
   Bryan Cave  
Bruce Lindsey, AIA 
   Washington University College of Architecture  
Janette Lohman, Esq.  
   Thompson Coburn  
K. Curtis Lyle 

Lisa D. McLaughlin, Esq. 
  Polisnelli Shughart PC 
Linda Paradis, CPA  
   RubinBrown LLP 
H. Frederick Rusche, Esq. 
  Husch & Eppenberger, LLC 
Kerry A. Ryan, Esq. 
  St. Louis University School of Law  
Nancy S. Starnes, CPA 
   Ernst & Young 
Rebecca Jannin Thomas, CPA 
  PricewaterhouseCoopers 
Freida L. Wheaton, Esq. 
   CitiMortgage, Inc.  

Staff 

Our programs are administered by part-time Executive Director Sue Greenberg, who 
joined VLAA in 1986. During the summer, she is the company manager at The Muny. 
Sue teaches legal issues in the arts for Webster University’s Arts Leadership graduate 
program, and is a freelance writer and playwright. She is a graduate of Washington 
University where she majored in Arts History and Urban Studies. Ken Konchel is our 
administrative assistant. He is an abstract architectural  photographer. 
 
Supporters 
Our FY10 operating budget is $77,500. These donors generously supported our efforts with 
donations of $250 or more: 
 
Abeles and Hoffman, P.C. 
Anders Minkler & Diehl LLP  
Armstrong Teasdale 
Artmart 
Boeing/Arts and Education Council 
Bryan Cave LLP 

Calop  
Commerce Bank 
Conflict Management Systems 
CSI Leasing  
Cunningham, Vogel & Rost, PC 
DFC Group 
Deloitte  
Ernst & Young 
Greater St. Louis Community Foundation 

Herzog Crebs LLP  
Hochschild, Bloom & Company LLP  
Humes & Barrington LLP 
Husch Blackwell Sanders LLP 
Illinois Arts Council  
Kerber, Eck & Braeckel LLP   
Kiefer Bonfanti & Co. LLP  
Klaris, Thomson & Schroeder, Inc. 
Kohn, Shands, Elbert, Gianoulakis & Giljum LLP  

Tricorbraun, a division of Kranson Industries 
KPMG, LLP   
Lashly & Baer, PC 

 
 
 
 
 

Lewis, Rice & Fingersh, L.C.  
Lopata, Flegel & Co. LLP 
Missouri Arts Council  
Missouri Lawyers Media Inc.  
Musicians’ Association of St. Louis   
Law Office of Marvin J. Nodiff, P.C.  
The Pasta House Company  
Paule, Camazine & Blumenthal, P.C.  
Polsinelli Shugart 
PricewaterhouseCoopers 
Pulaski Bank  
Regional Arts Commission  
RubinBrown LLP 
Sachs Properties, Inc. 
St. Louis Business Journal 
Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal LLP  

The Stolar Partnership Foundation Fund   

  of the Jewish Federation of St. Louis 
Stone, Leyton & Gershman 
The Bar Plan 
The Pageant 
Thompson Coburn, LLP 
UHY Advisors, MO, Inc  
USA&M 
 


